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EDWARD  PAYSON  DAVIS 

Edward  Paysou  Davis  was  born  in 
1838,  in  South  Attleboro,  in  the  sec- 
tion known  as  the  Reed-Ide  neighbor- 
hood. When  Mr.  Davis  was  only  a 
few  months  old,  his  parents  moved  to 
West  Attleboro  on  a  farm,  the  house 
of  which  is  only  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  Rhode  Island  line,  in  the  section 
now  known  as  Abbott 's  Run,  where  he 
resided  until  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  of  age.  From  that  time  he 
worked  in  jewelry  factories  in  Paw- 
tucket,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  in  a  Pawtucket  company.  After 
his  discharge  from  the  service  he 
worked  in  North  Attleboro  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  finally  came  to 
Plainville  to  work  for  the  firm  of  Jos. 
T.  Bacon  Co.  where  he  was  working 
in  1>1G,  when  Mr.  Bacon  induced  him 
to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  Mr. 
Davis  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
firm  of  "Wade,  Davis  &  Co.,  which  was 
organized  in  August,  1876,  and  con- 
tinued under  this  name  until  1896, 
when  the  firm  became  Whiting  &  Da- 
vis. Mr.  Davis  retired  from  the  firm 
in  July,  1907,  and  died  the  following 
January,  1908. 

Many  of  the  older  employees  re- 
member Mr.  Davis  for  many  years 
past.  He  was  one  of  the  old  school  of 
jewelers  who  could  make  a  piece  of 
jewelry  from  start  to  finish.  When 
he  learned  his  trade  he  learned  to  melt 
his  metal,  plate  it,  do  his  own  stamp- 
ing and  press  work,  bench  work,  pol- 
ishing, and  finishing,  and  turned  the 
finished  piece  of  work  in  to  the  office 
from  the  raw  material,  consequently 
when  he  was  manufacturing  for  him- 
self, he  was  capable  of  showing  and 
teaching  men  in  every  department,  as 
he  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
work.  He  was  a  man  who  was  high- 
ly respected  both  in  and  out  of  busi- 
aess,  and  one  of  the  best  friends  the 
writer  has  ever  had. 

(Signed) 

C.  A.  Whiting. 


It  is  hoped  that  sometime  in  the  fu- 
ture the  car  which  arrives  in  Plain- 
ville from  North  Attleboro  at  7  a.  m., 
will  arrive  two  or  three  minutes  ear- 
lier. This  can  be  done  by  eliminat- 
ing the  wait  at  the  North  End  switch 
and  so  help  those  who  ring  in  at  two 
minutes  past  7  a.  m. 


To  My  Friends  and  Fellow  ~Workers 
of  Whiting  &  Davis  Co.,  and  Whit- 
ing Chain  Co. : 

At  this,  our  holiday  season,  I  take 
the  opportunity  to  thank  you  all  for 
your  efforts  during  the  past  year,  and 
ask  all  to  do  their  best  during  the 
coming  year.  1920  has  been  the  larg- 
est year's  business  in  our  history,  and 
surpass  the  volume  during  1921.  We 
must  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  fully  employed 
during  the  present  dull  times.  Let  us 
all  pull  together  with  the  object  in 
view  to  produce  good  goods,  and  lots 
of  them.  Let  us  forget  the  words 
"Employer''  and  "Employee"'  and 
be  fellow  workers,  regardless  of  what 
position  we  hold.  Remember  our 
working  time  is  only  28  per  cent,  of 
the  total  week's  hours;  72  per  cent, 
of  the  time  the  machinery  is  idle,  so 
give  us  all  the  time  possible. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  state  there 
will  be  no  reductions  in  wages  such  as 
are  taking  place  in  mills,  and  we  hope 
each  and  everyone  will  work  with  the 
object  in  view  of  earning  his  pay.  Stir 
up  the  Whiting  &  Davis  spirit,  and, 
if  you  have  not  the  W.  &  D.  spirit, 
seek  a  change  in  employment. 

Our  factory  will  be  closed  all  day 
Friday,  December  24th.  You  will  all 
receive  your  day's  pay  in  full. 

I  wish  you  all  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  Happy  New  Year. 

(Signed) 

C.  A.  Whiting. 


Convincing  Conclusions 

Tis  the  night  before  Christmas, 
And  all  over  the  land 
Folks  are  preparing 


Greek  Christmas 

The  Greek  Christmas  comes  on  De- 
cember 25th,  but  as  the  calendar  is 
different  it  occurs  thirteen  days  after 
our  Christmas.  There  is  a  great  cele- 
bration. All  the  schools,  and  public 
offices  keep  closed  for  fifteen  days, 
and  the  veople  go  back  to  their 
childhood  homes  to  celebrate  alto- 
gether. 

All  workers  stay  out  from  work 
from  December  23rd  to  January  3rd 
of  the  New  Year. 

Christmas  is  not  the  day  when  the 
Greeks  give  presents.  They  use  New 
Year's  Day  for  that  purpose. 


A  Christmas  grand. 


'Tis  now  you  will  find 
If  you  look  round  about, 
The  folks  who  are  happy 
And  are  not  down  and  out. 

Are  the  folks  who  have  willingly, 
In  the  present  and  past 
To  Whiting  and  Davis 
Always  stuck  fast ; 

Who  have  worked  every  minute, 
And  worked  with  a  will, 
Knowing  so  well 
Their  pockets  they'd  fill. 

They  can  buy  all  the  fixings 
And  do  as  they  please, 
Buy  big  stacks  of  presents 
For  kiddies  that  tease; 

Buy  diamonds  for  sweethearts 
And  limousines  new, 
And  cough  up  the  dough 
For  a  fur  coat  or  two. 

They  are  the  ones,  who 
Can  say  with  a  cheer 
Ho,  Ho,  Merry  Christmas. 
We're  glad  you  are  here. 

They  must  realize  now, 
If  they  failed  to  before, 
How  fortunate  they  are — 
And  the  good  things  in  store. 

For  all  other  factories 

Tho'  doing  their  best, 

Have  been  giving  their  employees 

Quite  a  long  rest. 

So,  from  all  other  factories 
May  the  kind  fates  save  us. 
And  keep  us  employed 
By  Whiting  and  Davis. 

Hattie  Goodwin. 


Hector  Conty  tendered  his  friends 
an  invitation  to  a  coon  dinner  "par 
excellence"  which  only  Mrs.  Conty 
can  prepare.  The  boys  sure  did  do  it 
justice. 


Heard  in  the  office,  while  Ed.  Oster- 
holm  was  talking  to  Berkely.  "I  don't 
know  what  you  mean  but  I  will  look  it 
up." 


If  Harold  had  practiced  as  diligent- 
ly driving  his  car  with  both  hands  as 
he  did  with  one,  he  never  would  have 
hit  that  Reo. 
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On  the  first  day  of  September,  1909, 
when  the  fall  rush  was  commencing 
and  night  work  was  in  order,  a  hard 
blow  was  dealt  the  Whiting  &  Davis 
Co.  Their  engine  broke  down  at  ten 
minutes  after  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
upon  investigation  the  damage  was 
shown  to  be  so  serious  that  the  engine 
could  not  be  used  for  several  days. 

Mr.  Whiting  immediately  got  in 
touch  with  people  in  Providence,  who 
agreed  to  supply  an  engine  and  boiler. 
These  arrived  in  Plainville  the  next 
morning,  where  they  were  set  up  as 
shown  in  the  accompanying  picture. 
A  large  belt  over  one  hundred  feet 
long  was  bought  and  put  on,  so  that  it 
went  in  through  the  window. 

All  this  work  was  completed  in  a 
couple  of  days,  and  the  Mesh  Depart- 
ment started  up.  The  following  Mon- 
day, with  only  a  halt  of  a  day  and  a 
half,  the  factory  was  at  work  as  usual. 

This  engine  kept  the  factory  run- 
ning for  the  ten  days  required  to  re- 
pair the  damages.  It  is  hard  to  keep 
a  persevering  firm  down. 


Average  Number  of  Minutes  Lost 
Per  Employee 


Georgette  doesn  't  want  Grace  to  let 
any  air  in  through  the  window,  but. 


Week  Week 

of 

of 

Nov.  27 

Dec.  4 

Mesh  Room, 

10 

9 

Assembly  Room, 
Gold  Dept.  A, 
Polishing  Room, 

7 

13 

5 

8 
0 
8 

Lining  Dept., 
Coloring  Dept., 
Bench, 

159 
8 
16 

189 
8 
9 

Soldered  Mesh, 

2/3 

3 

Unsoldered  Mesh, 

9 

8 

Tool  Room, 

6 

6 

Stamp  and  Press, 
Maintenance, 

8 
23 

7 
21 

Repair  Dept., 
Rolling  Dept., 
Snap  Fastener, 

0 
6 

8 

2 
3 
0 

Planning  Dept., 
Gold  Dept.  B, 
Packing  Room, 

0 
2 
2 

1 
0 
0 

Office, 

9 

16 

Whiting  Chain  Co., 

1 

0 

Total  hours  lost, 

108% 

113 

she   stood    it    nicely    when 
Ayer"  sat  beside  her. 


little 


•  Anyone  wishing  to  exchange  old 
pipes  kindly  notify  George  Clark.  lie 
has  several  that'll  knock  you  stiff. 


Ponzi  has  nothing  on  George  Ben- 
oit  for  he  too  has  the  "get  rich  quick" 
idea — for  the  mere  sum  of  fifty  cents 
he  will  tell  the  girls  how  to  keep  their 
hair  curled  the  same  as  he  does. 


Christmas  in  Armenia 

It  is  admitted  that  Armenia  was  the 
first  Christian  nation.  Our  nation- 
wide Christianity  goes  as  far  back  as 
the  third  century  A.  D.,  and  in  fact 
the  Armenians  are  found  to  be  the 
most  religious  people  in  the  Christian 
World,  that  is  why  our  Christmas 
celebration  is  joyous,  and  mirthy. 

A  fortnight  before  Christmas  every 
house  in  Armenia  has  a  great  deal  of 
work  in  preparation  for  the  Christ- 
mas celebration.  The  young  and  old 
of  both  sexes  wait  with  great  eager- 
ness for  Christmas  morning,  in  order 
to  wear  their  new  suits,  shoes,  hats, 
and  whatever  else  they  have  new  from 
the  stores,  to  church. 

These  churches  which  are  inde- 
scribably decorated,  are  filled  with 
people  who  try  to  appeal  to  the  Christ 
and  beg  from  Him  justice  and  peace 
for  the  world.  After  mass,  the  greet- 
ing runs  joyously  from  lip  to  lip — 
"The  Lord  is  Born." 

Though  to  decorate  the  Christmas 
tree  is  not  popular  in  Armenia,  the 
Christmas  celebration  lasts  two  days, 
and  every  one  goes  from  house  to 
house  to  congratulate  the  birth  of  our 
Lord. 

The  orphans  and  the  poor  are  wel- 
comed in  any  house  with  presents  and 
the  best  food  of  the  day.  The  sweets, 
fruits,  Christmas  coffees  and  all  kinds 
of  drinks  are  found  in  every  house. 
On  this  day  every  Armenian's  heart 
is  filled  with  good  feeling  toward  all. 

But  since  1914  there  has  been  noth 
ing  but  bloodshed,  starvation,  and  all 
kinds  of  sufferings  in  Armenia.  The 
country  is  ruined.  Its  good-hearted 
people  are  either  massacred  or  exiled 
to  sunburned  Syrian  deserts  by  the 
bloodthirsty  and  barbarous  Turks. 
Why?  Because  ever  since  the  third 
century  A.  D.,  Christian  Armenia  has 
fought  for  the  cause  of  Christianity, 
and  the  Western  Civilization  in  the 
darkened  East  against  Moslem  sav- 
ageness. 

"To  serve  Armenia  is  to  serve  civ- 
ilization" voiced  England's  Prime 
Minister,  Mr.  Gladstone,  years  ago, 
but  Armenia  gtill  is  left  hopeless  and 
helpless  and  friendh 

Sarins  G.  Mardirosian. 


Milt  Bacheller  will  honor  the  city 
of  Providence  with  his  presence  dur- 
ing the  holidays.  Milt  just  loves  the 
"Razzle  Dazzle"  shows. 
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There  are  but  very  few  now  em- 
ployed by  the  Whiting  &  Davis  Co., 
who  can  realize  that  the  above  cut 
represents  the  factory  and  working 
force  of  this  firm  in  1884  but  such  is 
the  fact.  There  were  about  35  people 
employed  at  the  time  in  the  old  shop 
en  the  corner  which  looks  very  dif- 
ferent than  it  did  in  those  days. 

Carefully  looking  over  this  cut  we 
can  see  but  four  faces  that  we  meet 
every  day  in  the  present  factory.  If 
von  will  look  carefully  in  the  center 
of  the  back  row  you  will  notice  the 
miling  face  of  Oscar  Walden,  who 
has  been  with  the  firm  since  its  form- 
n.  also  in  the  s::me  row  near  the 
right  we  see  the  joyfnl  coun- 
tenance of  John  Loeffler  and  in  the 
third  row  is  W.  M.  Fuller,  whose  na- 
tural modesty  caused  him  to  get  down 
so  low  that  not  much  but  his  curly 
locks  and  flowing  mustache  is  appar- 
ent. There  is  one  other  who  should  be 
in  this  picture,  but  as  he  is  so  small 
that  he  must  be  hiding  behind  the 
others  and  he  is  Gene  Whiting. 

There  is  one  who  stands  second 
from  the  rijrht  end  on  the  second  row 
who  is  still   with  us  and    I   will   give 


1884 

you  twenty  guesses  to  name  him.  As 
T  know  you  cannot,  I  will  tell  you  who 
it  is.  The  smiling  face  can  only  be- 
long to  our  genial  companion,  Tommy 
Tierney. 

Of  the  others  here  represented,  at 
least  eleven  have  died  since  this  pic- 
ture was  taken  and  the  balance  are 
scattered,  no  one  knows  where.  But 
we  can  not  close  this  description  with- 
out paying  our  respects  to  the  memory 
of  the  one  who  stands  at  the  extreme 
right,  the  former  owner  and  origin- 
ator of  the  firm,  Edward  P.  Davis. 

There  is  another  face  in  this  picture 
to  which  your  attention  must  be  called 
for  it  represents  that  which  has  made 
the  business  what  it  is  today,  and  you 
can  study  a  long  time  before  you 
recognize  the  last  face  on  the  extreme 
left  as  the  present  head  of  the  busi- 
ness, one  whose  untiring  effort  has 
made  the  business  a  wonderful  suc- 
cess, Charles  A.  Whiting.  As  you  see 
the  cut  of  the  factory  as  it  is  now 
without  the  several  additions  which 
are  being  erected  at  the  present  time, 
it  is  hardly  to  be  believed  that  such 
an  immense  business  has  grown  from 
the  small  factory  of  forty-five  years 


ago  to  the  large  handsome  and  com- 
modious plant  of  today.  Large  oaks 
from  little  acorns  grow  even  as  Whit- 
ing &  Davis  Co.  have  grown  in  their 
business  life  time. 

With  the  growth  of  the  firm  has  al- 
so, of  course,  grown  the  number  of 
people  employed  by  them,  from  33  as 
represented  by  the  cut  to  over  900  on 
the  pay  roll  at  the  present  time  and 
what  is  most  pleasing  is  that  there 
seems  to  be  but  little  prospect  of  the 
number  employed  being  materially 
changed  for  some  time  to  come. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  cut  of 
the  employees  taken  at  Ponham  at 
the  outing  last  summer  is  so  large  that 
lack  of  space  forbids  it  being  shown 
her-,  as  the  contrast  betweiAhe  old 
cut  of  33  employees  and  that  of  Pon- 
ham of  several  hundred  is  amazing 
when  taken  into  consideration  that  it 
is  one  and  the  same  firm. 

The  cut  of  the  factory  does  not  give 
to  a  person  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  inside  of  the  same  a  very  def- 
inite idea  of  the  large  amount  of  space 
it  covers  and  if  anyone  is  in  need  of 
exercise,  let  them  start  in  the  chain 
shop    and    pass    through    the    office, 
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packing  room  and  thence  through  the 
different  departments  until  the  mesh 
room  is  reached,  then  to  the  first  floor 
through  the  rolling,  stamp  and  press 
room  by  the  lockers  of  the  men  and 
women  to  the  hospital  and  by  the  lin- 
ing department  ino  the  wire  room,  up 
to  Mr.  Rammell's  Gold  department 
and  back  into  the  chain  room  and 
they  will  be  in  fit  condition  to  enjoy 
one  of  Mr.  Olson's  famous  feeds.  As 
remarked  by  a  party  going  through 
the  factory.  "I  know  I  got  in  here  all 
right,  but  how  the  D —  do  I  get  out, 
it  what  puzzles  me." 

When  the  several  additions  are 
compleled  this  will  be  one  of  the  larg- 
lightest,  and  best  equipped  fac- 
tories of  its  kind  and  one  that  the 
town  may  well  feel  proud  of,  especial- 
ly as  it  very  materially  adds  to  the 
1ax  receipts  of  the  town,  pace  will 
not  allow  us  to  go  into  details  of  in- 
tended improvements  outside  the  fac- 
tory such  as  a  building  across  the 
street  to  be  used  for  restaurant, 
recreation  and  rest  purposes  together 
with  athletic  fields,  baseball  ground, 
tennis  court  and  other  improvements. 


Christmas  in  Holland 

In  our  Christian  homes  we  still  en- 
joy ourselves  much  as  our  Dutch  an- 
cestors did  ages  ago. 


The  yule  (juul  or  wheel)  feast,  last- 
in?  from  December  25th  to  January 
6th,  was  not  abolished;  it  was  merged 
into  "Christmas." 

We  still  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
pagan  ancestors,  but  as  Christians, 
not  as  pagans,  when  we  celebrate  the 
"Birth  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem." 

"Christmas  Day"  is  devoted  by  the 
Hollanders  to  Church  Rites,  and 
pleasant  family  visiting.  The  great 
feast-day,  equivalent  to  Christmas  in 
America,  is  St.  Nicholas  Day.  This 
feast  occurs  on  December  6th.  It  is 
on  St.  Nicholas  Eve  that  the  young 
people  become  wild  with  joy  and  ex- 
pectations. In  the  big  towns  and 
eilies  the  shops  are  brilliantly  decor- 
ated for  days  before  hand,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  children's  treats  to  <;o  out 
with  their  parents  to  see  the  shops, 
many  of  which  distribute  small  pres- 
ents from  the  bajr,  held  by  a  gorgeous- 
ly clothed  St.  Nicholas  standing  in 
the  doorway.  Indeed,  the  Eve  of  St. 
Nicholas  is  called  "Strooivand," 
which  means  "Strewing  Evening." 

Street  parades  with  the  <rreat  Saint 
leading  the  procession,  hells  ringing, 
happy  children  singing,  with  all  this 
joy  and  excitement  to  usher  in  this 
feast,  what  can  be  said  of  the  day  it- 
self? 

The  children  *ro  early  to  bed.  Be- 


fore retiring  they  place  their  largest 
shoes  in  the  chimney  place  filled  with 
hay  so  that  St.  Nick,  coming  in  the 
nijrht,  will  have  hay  to  feed  his  rein- 
deer. St.  Nick  fills  the  shoes  with  good 
things. 

In  the  morning  then1  is  the  family 
exchanging  of  gifts,  and  good  wishes, 
John  finding  sister  Site's  doll  in  his 
place,  and  sister  Sue  finds  John's 
drum  in  her  place.  There  is  a  hasty 
exchange  and  general  happiness  fills 
each  heart.  Resides  the  presents  and 
good  wishes  certain  special  cakes  are 
offered.  Two  of  these  are  very  se- 
ductive, one  a  delicately  bavored  fin- 
ger bread  made  in  the  most  fantastic 
shapes,  the  other  a  deliciously  light 
pastry  fashioned  tunnel  wise  and 
filled  with  a  soft  almond  icin«r. 

But  the  most  delightful  one  is  the 
enormous  ginger  bread  doll  which 
each  person,  young  and  old,  receives, 
a  male  figure  in  ancient  military  dress 
for  the  women  folk,  and  a  lady  in  ruf- 
fled evening  dress  for  the  men.  Thus 
do  we  in  Holland  celebrate  the  "Great 
Feast  Day"  in  honor  of  "The  Sav- 
iour of  the  World"  who  came  to  bring 
peace  and  £Ood  will  to  all  mankind. 

A   Merry   Christmas    and    Happy 

New  Year  to  all  my  American  friends. 

A.  Hollander, 
Christine  Pi'anstiehl. 
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EDITORIALS 


Christmas  Meaning 

It  seems  especially  appropriate  at 
this  time  to  think  what  Christmas 
really  means.  To  some  and,  I  am 
afraid,  to  many,  this  day  offers  a 
chance  to  swap  gifts.  This  habit  of 
figuring  up  the  persons  from  whom 
we  expect  to  receive  gifts  and  buying 
them  presents  in  return  is  widely 
spread.  It  does  not,  however,  truly 
represent  the  Christmas  meaning  and 
brings  about  the  condition  where  the 
individual  spends  more  than  he  can 
afford  just  because  he  is  afraid  that 
so  and  so  will  think  him  stingy. 

How  much  better  to  think  up  the 
list  of  those  we  really  wish  to  remem- 
ber and  send  them  some  gift,  even 
though  it  be  but  little,  and  though  we 
do  not  expect  a  gift  in  return.  This 
more  truly  portrays  the  real  Christ- 
mas meaning. 

Let's  make  a  resolution  this  year 
to  end  the  wrong  custom  and  begin 
the  right.  Just  think  that  someone 
must  start  it,  if  it  is  done,  and  the 
other  fellow  perhaps  feels  the  same 
as  you  do. 


Correction 

In  our  last  issue  the  time  stated  in 
the  article  upon  the  Lining  Depart- 
ment, should  have  been  16  years,  in- 
stead of  26,  as  printed  by  mistake. 


For  four  weeks  before  Christmas, 
or  during  Advent,  the  Polish  people 
keep  a  strict  fast,  or  at  least  tbstain 
from  certain  foods,  some  limiting  the 
quantity  eaten  at  a  meal,  others  eat- 
ing less  meals. 

For  several  days  before  the  holiday 
the  women  are  busy  baking  long 
loaves  of  dark  bread.  Two  days  in 
advance,  all  kinds  of  vegetables  are 
cooked  and  set  away  for  Christmas 
Eve.  The  fast  is  kept  up  until  12 
o'clock  Christmas  Eve. 

Before  supper  that  night  the  cattle 
are  all  fed  with  some  of  the  dark  bread 
which  the  people  eat.  This  is  sym- 
bolic of  the  stable  of  Bethlehem, 
where  the  animals  were  cared  for  al- 
most as  well  as  people.  The  Christ- 
mas Eve  supper  is  celebrated  by  a 
coarse  meal  consisting  of  every  kind 
of  vegetable  that  can  be  obtained. 
Meat,  milk  and  eggs  are  not  found  on 
this  table.  To  further  imitate  the 
Bethlehem  Stable,  the  benches  used 
for  chairs  are  covered  with  straw,  the 
large  stone-top  tables  are  covered 
with  hay,  and  the  handles  of  the 
wooden  spoons  are  wound  with  straw 
by  the  children.  This  supper  is  very 
seldom  eaten  alone,  but  two  or  three 
families  gather  at  one  house  and 
spend  the  evening  there.  The  next 
meal  is  held  at  the  next  house  and  so 
on  until  the  neighbors  have  all  been 
the  host  in  their  turn. 

After  supper  they  all  retire  until  12 
o'clock,  when  they  get  up  and  go  to 
the  midnight  mass  at  the  nearest 
church,  each  one  bringing  with  him  a 
large  candle  which  is  donated  to  the 
church.  It  is  now  Christmas  Morn 
and  happiness  and  friendship  prevail. 
After  mass  they  return  to  their  homes 
or  the  house  of  the  neighbor  host 
where  they  have  breakfast,  at  which 
all  kinds  of  foods  are  eaten. 

After  breakfast  the  homes  of  the 
poorer  folk  are  visited  and  some  of 
the  best  dishes  from  the  table  and 
baskets  of  butter,  cheese  and  vege- 
tables are  brought  to  them  that  they 
may  want  nothing  on  this  day  of  days 
when  Christ  was  born. 

No  work  at  all  of  the  smallest  kind 
is  done  on  Christmas  Day,  except  that 
the  animals  are  fed  and  cared  for. 
Even  the  dishes  are  not  washed  but 
left  till  the  next  day.  During 
the    day    the    neighbors    gather    to- 


gether at  one  housee  and  a 
good  time  is  enjoyed  by  all.  Christmas 
carols  are  sung  and  music  is  furnished 
mostly  by  violins,  flutes  and  some 
crude  form  of  an  accordian. 

The  day  after  Christmas  is  spent  in 
cleaning  up  the  house  and  setting 
things  in  order.  This  task  generally 
falls  to  the  younger  folk  and  much 
amusement  and  rivalry  is  displayed 
in  this  work. 


Christmas  in  Sweden 

In  Sweden,  like  all  other  countries, 
Christmas  is  the  most  important  holi- 
day of  the  year.  It  is  for  this  Great 
Day  that  preparations  are  begun  a 
month  ahead  of  time.  Everything  has 
to  be  made  spic  and  span. 

About  a  month  and  a  half  before, 
they  do  the  family  laundering  and 
keep  this  up  for  a  week,  as  they  only 
wash  once  a  winter,  at  which  time  all 
the  finest  of  the  household  linens  is 
carefully  laundered  for  use  during 
Christmas.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  winter  starts  earlier  in  Sweden 
than  here. 

A  month  before  Christmas  they 
start  baking  all  different  kinds  of 
cookies  and  pastries.  Two  weeks  be- 
fore, they  kill  a  pig  and  from  this  is 
made  head  cheese,  and  bolognas.  At 
this  time  they  also  buy  dried  codfish, 
which  has  to  be  soaked  in  lye  water, 
changing  same  every  day  until  two  or 
three  days  before  it  is  to  be  cooked, 
then  they  soak  it  in  fresh  water  to 
take  away  the  iye  taste.  By  this  time 
it  is  back  in  its  original  form. 

The  day  before  Christmas  Eve  it  is 
the  custom  that  just  before  supper  the 
family  gathers  around  the  kitchen 
stove,  on  which  is  a  kettle  containing 
a  spiced  gravy.  Each  member  then 
dips  his  or  her  piece  of  bread  into  this 
and  eats  it.  This  custom  is  called 
"Doppa  i  grytan." 

The  day  before  Christmas  is  the 
main  day  for  feasting.  Early  in  the 
evening  the  family  gathers  around  the 
tree,  one  member  being  dressed  as 
Santa  Claus,  who  distributes  the  gifts. 
They  then  dance  around  the  tree  a 
few  times  after  which  everyone  ad- 
journs to  the  dining  room  to  do  justice 
to  the  housewife's  cooking. 

Their  first  dish  is  the  codfish,  with 
mustard  sauce.  After  this  they  have 
roast    goose,    head    cheese,    different 
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bolognas,  relishes  and  sauces,  and  of 
course  potatoes,  also.  Cookies,  cakes, 
fruits  and  wines  are  also  on  this  list- 
It  is  customary  to  have  rice  padding 
into  which  has  been  put  an  almond. 
There  is  a  superstition  that  whoever 
gets  the  almond  will  be  married  be- 
fore the  next  Christmas.  After  sup- 
per there  is  much  merry-making 
which  lasts  until  the  wee  small  hours 
of  the  morning. 

On  Christmas  morning  everyone 
rises  early  to  go  to  church  to  "Yul 
Otta,"  or  Christmas  early  service, 
which  starts  at  5.30  a.  m.  This  is  also 
practiced  by  the  Swedish  churches  in 
this  country.  As  a  rule  there  is  plen- 
ty of  snow  which  makes  it  real  Christ- 
mas-like. 

No  one  goes  visiting  on  Christmas 
Day.  In  fact  most  families  try  to 
have  all  the  members  together  in 
their  own  home  on  this  day.  How- 
ever, the  day  after  Christmas  is  a  reg- 
ular visiting  day,  and  everyone  call- 
ing on  this  day  is  given  a  grand  re- 
ception, and  must  not  leave  without 
tasting  of  all  the  good  things  to  eat. 

Celebrations  are  kept  up  more  or 
less  for  twenty  days  after  Christmas 
or  until  January  13th.  On  this  day 
there  is  again  great  feasting  in  each 
home,  at  which  time  they  also  dance 
around  the  tree,  play  Christmas 
games,  tell  stories,   and  have  a  real 


good  time.  Feasting,  you  will  note, 
is  the  main  factor  in  the  Swedish 
Christmas  celebrations. 

This  day  marks  the  end  of  Christ- 
mas celebrations  in  Sweden. 


A  German  Christmas 

In  Germany  Christmas  is  observed 
by  two  holidays,  the  twenty-fifth  and 
the  twenty-sixth  of  December. 

In  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth 
the  members  of  the  family,  relatives 
and  friends,  assemble.  Then  the  gifts 
are  distributed  by  some  friend  dis- 
guised as  Santa  Clans,  assisted  by  a 
woman  dressed  up  as  an  angel. 

The  people  present  finally  gather 
around  the  decorated  Christmas  tree 
and  sing. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  the  people  go 
to  their  respective  churches,  where 
Christmas  services  are  conducted. 

The  twenty-sixth  is  the  day  for  en- 
joyment, when  the  people  gather  for 
dances  and  singing. 


Mildred's  started  something  new 
Listen  all  you  p;irls 
She  wears  her  boudoir  cap  to  work 
To  cover  up  her  curls. 


The  bobber  we  were  waiting  for, 
Appears  to  make  a  hit, 
The  jrirls  they  tried  to  snub  him. 
Rut  it  didn't  work  a  bit. 


Autobiography  of  a  Mesh  Bag 

I  am  known  as  a  Mesh  Bag, 
And  through  my  years  of  life 

I  have  done  my  service 
For  a  movie  actor's  wife. 

I  am  away  out  in  San  Francisco, 

Many,  many  miles  away 
From  The  Whiting  &  Davis  factory 

Where  I  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 

I  will  start  my  life's  story 

Right  back  from  the  shop 
Where  I  was  put  together, 

That  is,  the  mesh  and  the  top. 

I  came  there,  wire  and  flat  stock, 
Where  Mr.  Fuller  took  charge. 
My  frame   was  made  in  the  stamp 
room 
Where  there  is  the  noise  of  a  bar- 
rage. 

There,  Frank  Geddes,  the  supervisor, 

Gave  me  a  beautiful  top 
That  helped  earn  my  reputation, 

As  solid  as  a  rock. 

My  mesh  is  just  as  fine  as  silk, 
Made  on  Dick  Berkley's  machine, 

And  in  the  coloring  room  I  went 
For  my  splendid  shade  of  green. 

From  there  to  the  shipping-room, 

I  soon  wound  my  way, 
And  as  I  left  my  first  home 

I  was  light-hearted  and  gay. 

I  was  shipped  to  Chicago, 
And  had  a  long  tiresome  ride, 

But  soon  forgot  that,  however, 

For*my  thoughts  were  full  of  pride. 

I  hung  in  the  big  show  window 

Of  a  fine  Jewelry  Store, 
With  diamonds,  pearls  and  necklaces 

And  handsome  jewelry  galore. 

One  day  as  I  looked  out  of  the  window 

I  was  taken  by  surprise 
When   our  western  salesman,   Frank 
Whiting 

Appeared  before  my  eyes. 

He  immediately  recognized  me, 
And  explained  to  his  friend  at  his 
side, 
ITow  I  had  been  carefully  made 
By  hands  that  were  trained,  true 
and  tried. 

(Continued  on  page  8— column  I) 
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Frank  then  moved  on  with  the  throng, 
And  things  were  still  for  awhile 

Until  my  heart  began  to  flutter 

As  I  saw  Douglas  Fairbanks'  smile. 

As  Donglas  looked  things  over, 
Confusion  filled  his  mind, 

For  Mary  Pickford's  birthday 
A  ]) resent  he  must  find. 

He  looked  abont  the  window, 
His  expression  grew  very  blank, 

Until  his  eyes  met  up  with  mine, 
Then  his  good  luck  he  did  thank. 

For  he  thought  to  himself, 

There  is  something  new  and  smart, 
And  he  felt  sure,  so  very  sure 

It  would  please  his  Mary's  heart. 

So  the  sale  was  then  completed, 

In  a  mail  sack  soon  again 
To  the  Post  Office  in  San  Francisco 

I  was  shipped  by  aeroplane. 

When  Mary  received  me. 

She  felt  full  of  joy  and  mirth, 
(For  Doug  had  written  this) 

The  prettiest  bag  in  the  world  for 
the  prettiest  girl  on  earth. 

Now,  you  know  I  might  write  on 

Of  the  trip  across  the  sea, 
But  there  would  then  be  room  in  the 
papers 
Fo  nothing  else  but  me. 

— Harold  Waldron. 


Oldest  Employee 


NOTICE 

When  you  come  to  the  hospital, 
don't  try  the  door  and  go  back,  but 
knock,  and  wait  a  moment,  please. 

If  I  am  not  too  busy  I  will  gladly 
open  the  door  immediately  to  receive 
you.  Look  for  the  notice  on  the  door 
to  see  if  I  am  out. 

I  cannot  tend  to  eevrybody  at  once, 
therefore,  be  a  little  patient.     Come 
twice,  if  necessary,  but  waste  no  time. 
(Signed) 

B.  J.  Cote,  Nurse. 


The  man  with  a  job  is  a  co-worker 
of  the  man  who  gave  him  the  job. 
Bolh  are  human  and  good  fellows. 
Let's  pull  together  for  the  common 
good. — From    the   "Hex." 


Oscar  Walden 
1878 

The  present  seems  an  appropriate 
time  to  acquaint  our  fellow  workers 
with  one  who  has  given  a  life  time  of 
service  to  Whiting  &  Davis  Co.,  and 
who  after  forty-four  years  with  the 
factory  is  still  on  the  job  every  day 
and  just  as  active  as  some  of  the 
younger  ones. 

Oscar  Walden  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land, R.  I.,  coming  to  Plainville  at  the 
age  of  two,  later  attending  school  in 
town.  His  father  at  that  time  was 
employed  by  F.  M.  Whiting,  making 
jewelry.  Oscar's  first  real  employment 
was  with  Lincoln  &  Bacon  who  is  now 
Schofield,  Melcher  &  Schofield.  He  also 
worked  for  C.  A.  Fass,  who  was  in 
the  same  building.  This  building  was 
erected  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Ba- 
con street  after  the  removal  of  Ba- 
con's building  which  is  now  occupied 
by  the  drug  store  and  which  stood  on 
this  site  and  was  moved  across  the 
street  where  it  now  stands. 

In  1876  Oscar  went  to  work  for 
Wade,  Davis  &  Co.,  at  which  time  the 
firm  employed  about  six  hands,  get- 
ting out  a  line  of  struck  twist  wire 
work  which  included  sneh  articles  as 
Barpins,  Brooches  and  Ear  Rings.  A 
little  later  Bracelets  were  added  and 


gradually  the  concern  employed  more 
help. 

In  speaking  of  shop  methods  of  sol- 
dering gas  was  used  at  this  time,  al- 
though there  was  in  the  shop  a  room 
that  had  been  used  for  soldering,  the 
same  being  done  by  aid  of  an  oil  lamp 
which  was  very  smoky. 

Oscar  has  always  been  interested  in 
baseeball  and  in  18781880  played  on 
the  Meteors  of  North  Attleboro  as 
catcher,  the  home  grounds  known  as 
the  Star  Ground  being  located  on  the 
shores  of  the  Falls  Pond.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  state  that  a  catcher  in 
those  days  caught  bare-handed  behind 
the  bat.  The  team  was  very  well 
known  and  played  many  games  in  the 
surrounding  towns  and  cities. 

It  was  nothing  uncommon  after  the 
game  to  join  in  a  regular  fight  in 
which  all  sorts  of  missiles  were  used, 
even  coal. 

In  1880  Oscar  Walden  was  mar- 
ried to  Louise  F.  Young.  They  had 
four  children  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
ing; and  one  who  gave  his  life  in  the 
recent  war  lies  buried  in  France. 

This  sketch  of  Oscar  Walden  would 
not  be  complete  without  the  mention 
of  one  quality  which  stands  out  in 
prominence,  in  regard  to  his  life  in 
the  shop.  I  refer  to  his  willingness  to 
help  those  who  come  in  to  make  them 
feel  at  ease  and  do  whatever  he  can 
to  help  along  by  word  or  example. 

In  this  we  can  strive  to  do  likewise 
and  feel  the  better  for  it :  To  you,  Os- 
car Walden,  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
may  you  live  1o  enjoy  many  more  is 
the  sincere  wish  of  your  fellow  shop- 
mates. 


Liz.  Bird  is  a  great  rabbit  hunter. 
He  has  purchased  a  compass  so  he  can 
tell  which  way  the  rabbits,  that  he 
misses,  go. 


Faint  heart  ne'er  won  fair  lady, 
Milton.  Ellen  says  she  will  only  come 
half  way. 


A  good  New  Years'  resolution  is  to 
do  our  best  in  whatever  we  have  to 
do. 


The  girls  of  the  cutting  bench  think 
it  best  to  wait  lill  The  iee  gets  thicker. 


